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the various secondary schools of the country, where mili-
tary training was made part of the curriculum; the Cuerpo
de Exploradres (a body of Scout organizations); the Mu-
jeres Guias (female Scouts); Brigades de la Cruz Roja
(Red Cross); and the Militias Nacionales y Cuerpos
Auxiliares. By decree of the de la Guardia Administration
(Number 431 of June 6, 1942), these groups were placed
under the direction of a unified military command. All
of these units took great pride in their work and organiza-
tion and the Batallon Primero del Istmo, a force of five
hundred based in Panama City itself, became a crack out-
fit, often appearing in patriotic reviews and demonstra-
tions. Lieutenant Colonel Jose A. Remon headed the staff,
or Junta Superior, which directed these operations. Other
members were Francisco Aued, Oscar Ocana, and Lieu-
tenant Colonel William Wedemeyer, liaison officer of the
U.S. Army.
The U.S. Army cooperated very closely in training and
equipping Panamanian forces. Of particular usefulness
and service was the Panama Beach Watch in Chiriqui
Province, whose mission was to "observe and investigate
suspicious activity on the beaches, the approaches thereto,
the offshore -waters, the adjacent border, and the air over-
head." A U.S. Army force of four officers and twenty-three
enlisted men, all fluent in the Spanish language, was de-
tailed to serve with this beach patrol command.34
The Battle of Midway ended the threat from the West,
but Captain Morison says that until about 1944 the U.S.
military and naval authorities estimated that Japanese sub-
marine or carrier raids were a principal menace to the
Panama Canal, and that all planning for the strategic
defense of the Caribbean area was predicated upon this
assumption.35
In 1942 the de la Guardia Administration made an